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LIFE OF A PLANTATION OF THE OLD SOUTH
by Martha Bray Carson (Mrs. TR

The golden prime of plantation life in the old South lay beiween the years
of 1800 and 1860. The Revolutionary War had come to a triumphant close. Time
had healed its waste places, The zeal of the people, quickened by their success
in gaining independance was given new impetus to go forward to more and varied
achievements. Consequently, there soon grew up a wealthy and powerful planter-
aristocracy, which dominated the South politically, economically, and socially.
Yhence came this planter—aristocracy? Originally from the best agriculturists
in Burope——exiles from England, France, Holland, and other countries, They
brought with them a knowledge of soils, plant-growing and livestock raisings.
These, combined with character and business capacity, made a fine background
for that which followed. . ‘

After the Revolution the center of improvement and culture began to move
jnward from the rivers and tidewater belt, where it had been during the colomial
period. Many improvements began to receive attention. But that which brought
the greatest development was the invention of the cotton gin in 1793. This did
more towards creating large land and“slave owners than anything else. For
many years some cotton had been grown, the seed removed from the lint by hand,
Enough to make thread to be woven into cloth for family and plantation use.

PBut after it was found that the gin would quickly pick the seed from the

lint, fields of cotton were planted. The result was that all over the South
people planted their best lends in cotton. As-the years passed; land and
slaves brought higher prices on account of the money made by growing cotton.
More of each were bought until the owners became wealthy. These- planters,

as they were called, built great houses of brick or of the best timber; surrounded
them by lovely gardens of choice plants and flowers. The houses were three
and four stories with tall columns supporting double porches. They had long,
wide halls large enough to house the present day family. The rooms were large,
high ceiled and handsomely furnished. The slaves lived in small houses called
the quarters, laid out in streets, each with its own little garden.

As an example, life on one particular plantation will be given. This,
the "home plantation™ of Colonel Nicholas Adamson Peay of South Carolina. It
is authoritative from the inside. While it is the type of life of the landed
aristocracy of the 01d South, all plantation life was not so ample, for
Colonel Peay was one of the South's lergest land and slave owners.

"Peay™ is the American name for Du~pay, DuPue, DuPuy, or DuPuis, as it

was variously spelled. The first of the name in America came from France in
_ the ship, "Pemberton Church™, to New Netherlands (New York) in October, of 1662.

m{icholas DuPuis had a grant of land on Staten Island in 1662." Some of the
family went to Pennsylvania, then to Virginia.| After the Revolution, one son,
also Nicholas, with his family, came to Camden, South Carolina. He had a son,
Austin, who crossed the Wateree jnto Fairfield District. Here, beginning with
a plantation he named "Fint Hill", he accumulated large land and slave holdings.
These were inherited by his only son Nicholas, who became known as *Te Colonel®,
having received the title in the Seminole War in Florida in 1835.

By industry and thrift, Colonel Peay added to his inheritance until his
lands extended nine miles .long and several wide, divided into plantation,
cach designated by name. These had comfortable overseers' hcmes, slave quariers
and the necessary barns, ginnerys, etc. "Be owned two thousand slaves, according
to records. (Page 52 of "The State That Forgot™, by W. W. Ball.) He married



Martha Cary Lamar of Edgefield County in January, 1840, and brought

her to the "home plantation™. It was a massive structure to which the young
bride came, and not yet finished. It covered three-quarters of an acre; was
built of brick, stone and marble; the woodwork was of mahogney, and it contained
thirty rooms. The tall, double-storied porticoes were supported by huge white
columnes that stood out clearcut against the surroundings. From the colonial
entrance, with its great double doors, a wide hall extended the length of the
house, ending in a circular hall from which a mahogney spiral staircase led to
the upper chambers. The front and back halls were divided by large folding
doors. There was a state dinning room and one for the family, two state draw-
ing rooms, divided by folding doors, which when thrown back, became floor
length mirrors. The wings contained kitchens, pantries, servant's rooms, etce -
The upper floors were bedrooms. There was a ballroom on the top floor, and

an observatory on the roof. Descendants of the slaves this day will tell one
that a fish pond was on the roof. The idea came from the fact that the reflect-
jon of the sun on the metal resembled rippling water. The interior was very
beautiful with suitable and appropriate furnishing. The house was completely
equiped with a system of water works; the water being pumped by hydraulic ram
from a wonderful spring some disiance away, under a hill. : =

There were 150 house servants. The old butler, Daddy George, who had
served the generation before, was the oldest man scrvant and chief of all
about the mesnsion. He moved with great dignity and ease. His manner was
founded upon the best society, in which the family moved. He was an authority
on table etiquette and had the priviledge of teaching the small children.-
nmanners". He had young servants under him in training, but he reserved for
himself the duty of receiving guests. "Maum Nannie™, his wife, was the nurse.
She had the love and the confidence of every member of the family. Each boy
in the family, when old enough, had his body servant, his horse and dogs,
and each girl her maid. There was one servant whose only duty was to open and
close windows. Another was the "fly brush boy", for there were no screens
as we have them today. The coachman was a most important person. He had -
hostlers under him who cared for the horses, and hitched them to the carriage,
for he must keep himself immaculate, and not have any stable odors about him
when he took the mistress and the young ladies out. He sat on the high seat,
dressed in livery, proudly holding the rains. The footman sat beside him.

His duties were to open and close the doors, place the footstool, etc. Om
long trips, there were outriders who repaired harness, or any mishap, went on
errands, etc. The coachman also taught the yo boys in the family to ride
and in this he took great pride. o 2 :

This home plantation was & village within itself. It had its necessary

. artisans for making everything needed. This included almost every industry
and each had its workhouse or shop.” The large brick stables and fine

horses were also a notable feature of the mansion. There was a "sick house™
provided with comfortable beds and other comforts. A nursery where babies

" and young children were kept during the day by mammies who had grown too old
for duty elsewhere, so the young mothers could be relieved for other worke.
Many women were kept busy spinning and weaving all the year round, others
cutting out garments while many were sewing. This went on cantinuously, as
many garments were required for so many slaves. The shoemakers were likewise
busy. BEach slave would bring a splint the length of his foot, and by this
measure his shoes were made., No one, however, had to work very hard for there
were so many and they all had to be employed and trained.



It was the master and mistress who worked hard, although they were
supposed to be living in ease and luxury. The mistress visited in the
nursery every day, kept tally on .the sick, summonod a doctor when necessary,
and kept check on the sesmstresses: She had daily interviews with the
butcher, gardeners, poultry-women, and cooks; their was the meat cook, and
the vegetable cook and the pastry cook, each with their helpers. She was also
responsible for the spiritual well-being of the slaves., She taught the.
house servants hymns and Scripture. They had prayer meetings in the quarters
led by one of the older slaves. Here they sang their spirituals, created by
the art and faith of their race out of Bible lessons taught by their owners.
They had work songs, love songs, and prayer songs. One of their prayer sprit-
uals ran like this: i g T RE - =

"Jedus keeper-listenin al de da lon®
Keep-er—listenin' al de da lon'
Jedus keep-er-listenin al de da lon'
Fur ter har som' sinner prar.”

Another was, "If youh wanter git ter Heben, got ter reborn again.™
The lines were repeated over and over. They alwuys sang at their work and
there was never a voice of discord. They were great, happy, cheerful family
with no responsibilities, and no one of them was ever sold, or separated.

The mistress of "Melrosé“, as the mansion was called, early learned good
management, and was a hostess of renown. Relatives, friends, and strangers,’{
men and women of note, all found a warm welcome, not for a day, but for all ~

days. e i

Like all Southern gentlemen of his time, Colonel Peay was interested in
public affairs. He was State Senator at the time of his death, as was his
father before him, He was a man of broad education and liberal views, and
great generosity. :

He and his wife died a few years before the ¥ar between the States, leav-
ing three boys and three girls. The older ones were in school when the war
began, and the younger ones with relatives. The beautiful mansion, with its
magnificent furnishings, was closed except for the servani caretakers.

At the first call of troops, the two elder boys answered. 3@hen the call
for the old men and young boys, near the close, the younger one, scarce four-
teen, left his books and entered.

And what became of the mansion? ' In his "Nemoirs", Vol.II, page 285,
Sherman says: "Having utterly ruined Columbia (February 17, 1865) the right
wing began its march toward Winnsboro”. This "right wing" was the 15th Corps
under CGeneral Otis Howard. His march brought him to this home, February 20,
1865. He was pleaded with te spare it, as it was the home of six orphaned
children. But as it expressed the very type of luxury desired for destruction,
he burned it. Before doing so, however, it was robbed of all veluables.that
could be carried away. Scrvants were allowed to get some things before it
was consumed. After the war, some of the articles saved by former servants
came back into the family. Only a few years ago an old broach, battered and
abused, containing the picture of Martha Cary Lawmar Peay, was returned to a
member of the family by an old Negro woman then living in Winnsboro. She said
it was given to her years ago by another Negro woman,

(The editor kept her"esr to the ground™ until she obtained tho interesting
information that this plantation was the home of the Registrar—General's '
grandparents.) - '
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Themas Lamar Peay,ser of Austim Ferd sid Elijpabeth Cunningham Peay,

. Bera 1/ 3/1878;Died
Married Henrietta DesPertes Jume 9,1915 Bera 5/ 7/1883;1)101

* Children: :
Sarah DesPertes Peay ‘ Bera 3/29/1916;Died
Themas Lamar Peay,Jr. Bera 12/27/1918;Died

Sarah DesPertes Peay,daughter ef Themas Lamar and Eleaner DesPortes Peay

' Bera 3/29/1916;Died

Married Walter Clark Gasten Oct.1,1940 Bera ;Died
(sen ef Samuel Jacksem and Cera Black Gasten )

Children:
Walter Clark Gastenm,Jr. Bern 8/ 6/1941;Died
Sara Je Gastem Bera 2/24/1945;Died

Themas Lamar Peay,Jr.,sen ef Thomas Lamar and Eleaner DesPortes Peay,
Bera 12/27/1918;Died

Marriod Marjerie Lucille Gessett Dec.27,1952 Bera sDied -

Children: .
Marjarie Ann Peay - Bera 12/11/1958;Died

Walter Clark Gasten,Jr.,sem ef Walter Clark and Sarak Peay Gasten,
Married Mary Heustom Gaffney Jam.15,1966 Bera ;Died

1/21/1954
5/10/1953

(daughter of Mrs, Clyde Menroe Gaffney and the late !dr.Gafhey)

Bera g ;Died
Children:



PEAY COAT OF ARMS
Peay:0r,a lion rampant gulls on a chief azure three mullets of the first.
MOTTO: Aegere et pati fortia, » 70 DO AND ENDURE BRAVELY ™
CREST: Out of a Ducal coronet or a fleur de lis arure, )

The liom is considered one of tje most distinguished charges used in
heraldy and one adopted by all of the Emperors.!t aigniﬁ.ea great bravery and fo
fortitude, The mullets were granted to @rusaders to the Holy Land for distinguished
service, They represent the rowel of a.l s;émz—- and the name is derived from the
French word "mollette” which means a rowel. The fleur de lis is the French
national flower and ‘ahowfs a connection with French ancestrye.

COLORS,
or (gold) Stainless honor and evelation of mind.
Gules (red) "burning with the desire to fight for God and countrye®
Azure (blue) stands for truth and sincerity.
The leaves around the shield are Bimply ornamental and have no special meaninge
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Will of Austin F, Peay
The State of South Carolina
I Austin F, Peay of the Distric of Fairfield and State aforesaid, calling to mind
the uncertainty of life, do make, publish and declarmthis my last will and tes=
tament, in manmer and from following, viz,
Item First, I give and devise to my Executors haremaftar mmad, all the land
which purchased from the estate of Taylor and from ‘the Hopkinses, situate on the °
Waterese River in the District of R.tchland and Xerahmr, Joining land of the Englinhen
end Wixons, and others,( including a tract of pine land in Kershaw District the
1egaJ,1 to which is in my son Nichola.s Peay, and which he is to release to my Executors
or hold for the use of this my will) in Trust for the use of my daughter Martha :
Black during the -term of her natural life, and at her death in Trust for ‘l:ho heirs
of her body, equally to be devided among them ~according to the Statue of Distributions -

© I also give and bequeath to my executors, the Tollowing negro slaves, viz. Ben, .

Jenny, Peggy, George, Jack,Zadock, Lovey, Sophia, Zyck, Ean-iat, George(Boatnan)
Phoebe, Singleton, Elisza, Betiy and her child, Edmond, Harriet, Fanny, Ely,
Smnmey, Jerry Cook, Rancy,and her five children, Roderick and Jerome(tln.rby in all)

togother with their nine work mulea, wagon and gear, farming utensils and atouk

of hogs ‘belonging to, and used on the above mentioned plantations, in Trust for
the use of my said daughter Martha Black during the tem of her natural life,

and at her death in Trust for the children of said daughtar equa.l],y to be devided
between them; in case however, any of the children of my said daughter shall have
died leaving ifsue living at the decease of my said daughter, such ifsue shall take
same share of the aforesaid property which the parent would be entitled to if then
living, according to the provisions of the Sta.tue of Distributions- I also give
and bequeath to my executors all the debts of every kind and description due to

me from my son in law Joseph A. Black Esqre. with power to collect the same in

‘such manner as to my executors shall seam meet and proper, in Trust for the use

of my daughter Martha Black during her natural lifs, and at her death in Trust for
her children, share and share alike, the ifsue of a deceased child,( in case of
the death of any in the lifetime of my said daughter leaving ifsue l:l.ving at the
time of her death) to take the share which the parent would have been entitled to

L - uving

Item Second, X give,doviae bequeath and confirm to my daughter Sarah lyers all the
negro slaves, which I have heretofore delivered :lnto the possesion of her and hexr
husband, togother with all the plantation, body, oxr parcel of land, on which she
and her husband Dr. John J. Myers now reside, and for which I have heretofore made
a Deed of gift to my Baid daughter. ‘

Item Third, I give and devise to my son Nicholas Peay, in fee mimple, 211 the land
planted or cultivated by hin the present year, being the Bacot land Arlnage land
and Ric.bolns Peay lend, situnte on both sfdes of Dutchmands Creek in th: District

ave a3 A"



negro slaves, now worked, used, employed or kept on the plantation or land
__gentioned in this item of my will;(except such of them as have been disposed of

in the preceeding items). My said son is.to pay for said slaves sbove the number
of thirty,( which number thirty is hereby givem to him freely and without payment.)
at the rate of $300.00 each,to be paid in one,two or three years,' and applied to-
ward the diachargo of the dabts due by estate;I also give and beq_ueath to my. Baid k
son,all the stock of mnlea,cattle,hogs and feming utensils used.employed or kopt
on the plantations or land me.ntioned in this item of my will, g

Item Four.I give and devise to nqr daughter Mary Poelnittz,for and during the tem -
of her natpral 1ife, (not to be subject or liable to the debts,oontmcts or incumb—
erances of her present or future husband)all my land lying on the Nq-E-aida of tht
VWateree R:.ver,in the Districts of ‘Lancaster and Keraha\r.including the land purch-‘.
devise said land to the heirs of her body then living,equally to be devided a:iéhg'-"
them,according to the Statue ofDistributions~I also give and bequeath to my sa.id_
daughter Mery Poelnitts,for and during the term of her natural life,{not to be
subject or liasble o the debts,contracts or incumbrances of her present or any
future husband)the following negro slaves,vis- Patt;r,Jse,Hilliam,Fanny,Washinéfon
Hilliars,Chainey,Isaac,William,Sam,Nancy,Sophis, &mkey, Patty,Francis ,Polly,Venus,
Ligasa Gulla-Robbin Jr. ,Ellen,belia.,Cudjo,Amey,Hancy,nbert,O‘bed,Jeff J:Ln-Gulla. .
and Sylviajand from and immediately after the death of my said daughter I give

and begueath said negro smlaves,togother with their future ifsue, to and anong the
children of oy said daughter,shere and share a.like;in case of any of the children
of my said daughter shell have died before that time,leaving ifsue then living,
such ifsue is %o have the share which the parent would have been entitled to if
living- Also I give to my said dasughter seven cows and calves. .

Item Five. I give and confirm to my daughter Eliza lyles and her husband"ﬂzoman
Lyles the thirty negroes which I have already put in their pofseraion- Having 1
already given to my said daughter Eliza a Pianna worth $300.00,and also to her
husband Thomas Lyles the sum of $600.00 in cashj I further give to my said daughter
the further sum of SI700,00 ammually until the same shall amount to $8000.00; but
in case my aaid daughter shall die before the whole of said amount of money shall
have been paid,the further payment of Baid annuit shall cease, unless she should
dievbefors the payment of the first anmuity,which first annuity I desire shall be i
paid to said Thomas Lyles in case o:‘ the death of my said daughter before the
paymsht th'ereof - I also give to my said daughter seven cows and calves.

Item Six, I further will and direct that all the residuse. of my slaves ,horses,
mules,cattle,farming utensils,and stock of every kind necefsary for the support

of the plantation,be kept and employed by my ' “soutors on the Brown plantation,
Rofs plantation and Flint Hi11 pl!mta.tian:,ﬂntj_l the orops to be raised and made

on Baid plantations shall be anffic:.ent ({:ogother n.ﬁi othar :hmda properly

B e e ST e — ———



applicatle thereto)to pay off and discharge all of my Jjust debts and pecuniary
legaciesjand after all my just debts and pecuniary legacies shall have been
paid,I give and devise the said Brown plantation,Rofs plantation and Flint Hill
plantation together with all my land on the S-W-Side of the Wateree river which
laye joining each other or in any wise united,together with all the stock of
horses mules,hc:gs, cattle,and faxming utensils of every kind which .shall be on said
plantation, to my son Nicholas Peay absolutely and forever. P i
Item Seven. I authorize my executora to sell in such manner as to .them shall
appear most for the benefit of my estate,all the reaidue of ny lands,lying in .
Fairfield District,being in several detached ‘tracts or parcels,and to make and. __-_A |
deliver to "he purchaaerzor,ggz_:haaers,gppd and le J__sal titées for the same, .

Item Eight. In case -Uadh:go Perry shall pay to my cxec‘x;tors thae debt of 31890.75,
with the interest from the fourtheenth March 1833,"1:13}1 I advanced for him to _

.-.~dolm Carter.Alao the balance due on my books, and mny notes in the Camden Bank.ﬂall

of which were given for his use and beneﬁt,and all other debta which he owes mq.
-'and shall also discharge my estate frém all liabilities as his Surety, I authorise
and empower my executora to relenquish the title which I hold for the land on which

;\, S

he lives and the negroes now in his poﬂsafsion,and for which he now pays me a.
small rent and hire,. . : & :
Item Nine. After all my Juat debts and the foragoing pecuniu.ry and apacifio legacies;-;“
shall have been paid;I will and direct that all the residue of my negroes not
hereinbefore disposed of be devided 'by Iy .executors into five equal sharea.
keeping families together as far as pofsabla,and when necefsary equ.alizing the
divisions by money to be paid by certain diviasions or lots which may be of greater
~value, to suchias may be of leSs value; and that my ehildren,liartha Black, Sarah
Hyers,NicholaB Peay,Mary Poelnitts,and Eliza Lyles,each draw for one of said 1ota;
and the lot,or share,which shall be drawn Ly each of my sald daughters severally

I do hereby give and begqueath to her,for and during the tem of her natural lifo.
and at her death to be equally divided among her ifsue then living,according to
the Statue of Distributions;said slaves in this item of my will not to be subject
or liable to the debts,contracts or dncumbrances of the husband of my said
daughters,or either of them;ind ‘the lot which shall be drawn by my son H:tholaa
Peay,I do hereby give and bequeath to him-

Ttem Ten. All the resdue of my estate,if there should be any thing embraced in

the foregoing provisions of my will,I give and bequeath to my zforesaid c.hi]_.dren
equally to be diévided bat\rean them-Subjact to the following particulara omitted
above= :

Item El;aven’ch. Vhen Henry Belton, son - of nw nephew William A.L.Belton shall attain
the age of twenty-one years,I then give and devise to him for and during the term
of his natural life,nnd at his death tc the h~irs of his body then living the
following parcels of land,viz.the tracl o land containing 750 acres situate in
the Distriot of Fnirfield.pui-chaaed by =@ at Sheriff's Sale as the property of




- ———— oy T

William Robertson and for which titles were made by the SI{eriff to Roland
Corneliusjand the tract of land containing 250 acres joining said tract,and

_conveyed by John Hclaster as agent for Cornelius Mandeville to Roland Corneliusp

" which said tracts of land said Holand Cornelius holds as trustee and subject to =

my order anfl appointment= But in case the said Henry Belton should die without

ifsue living at the time of his death, then said land in this item of my will: " [~
mentioned shall revert to Ty egtatéeand be. equally cu.vided among all my children. .

or be sold by nw executora and the proceeda thereof divided anong my children,or
applied toward the pmant of my dsbts,ahould any of thl- at that time Temain -
unpaid.And until the said Benxy Belton shall attain the age of twenty-one yea.rs,

the rents of said lands are to be received by ny executors and applied tot.ard the
payment of .my de‘bts,or diévided ‘equally among my childrene =~ =~ = 4T
Ttem Twelve. I giva and 'bequeath eight of oy slavaa,viz.ﬁmey,ﬂelly,l-ouisa and her %
children.Elizabeth John/Robin. George and Sarsh,to my son Nicholas Peay in. T:r.-uat Sl
" that he will as soon as practicabla after my decease, procure the emancipation of -

said Blaves'but :Ln case they camnot be emancipated,or in case “they would prefer
remaining in their present condition,then it is my will‘t]mt they be allowed to

-

enjoy as much lfberty as they do at preéent.
Item Thirteen. Hy wife having left my 'bad and boarﬂ.,I conceive that she haa np
just right to am;r share or port:lon of n;y estate= And it is my will that Bhe Bhall"
not be allowed any pa.rt of ny estate whatsoever,either real or peraonal-« :
Item Fourteen. Lastly,I do hereby nominate,constitute and appoint my son. Nicholas
Peay,and my sons—-in-law Charles Poelnittsz and Thomas Lyles,and my {riend Roland
Cornelius Executors of this my last will and testament hereby revoking all fomer
wills by me heretofore made,and establishing this my last will and testament—

In testimony vhereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this IOth doy of October
in the yesr of our Lord one thusand eight hundred and thirty four and in tho f:Lfty
nineth year of the Independence of the United States of -America.
Signed,Sealed,published and declared by Austin F.Peay, In the Tveéh Item, the
when signed this shheet of paper and the two sheets word"six"erased a.nd"eight"
hersunto annexed,as his last will and testament in the interlined,also in the

presence of us,¥ho in his presence and by the testator second line of the 'I‘walth
A,P.Peay(seal) and at request and in the presence TtemlRobin, George] interlinmed

of each other,subscribed our nemes as wilitnefses to before the sxecution of

the due execution thereof ) this will,

David HE:Dowell ' : Proved unknoﬁ
James Rochelle 6 d unknown
John Bell . Recorded in Book I9
Willism Nelson 5 Page 41

Recording date unknown
APt.T4 File 51



The Will of Nicholas Peay
- State of South Carolina. ‘
In.the name of God Amen,

, I Nicholes Peay of Pairfield District and State aforesaid being of aounn; g
Bnd@srfoc} mind.memory and understanding good do make publick,pronounea and declare
this to be and contain my last will and 'I‘astament,hnreby revoking,disallowing and
annuling all last willa and Testanenta hy ne at any time heretoture made aﬂd'“s'x-;_-
" ecuted,and declari.ng thia to oontai w onley last w:Lll and Testament—ln Prim:l.n,
I recommend my soul to God who save4nnd my Body to the’ Earth to be decently buried
at the discretion of my Ezecutor hereafter ment:lonsll,and my worldly Effeuts and
Eh'tate,after payment and satis!acti.on of all my juat Bebts,]'. glve and beq_uaath as
follows;(that is to, sa.y) Pirst,I g.vevand 'bequeath unto’ my beloved wife Mazw Peqy.'
_two Horses, four cows ‘and calves, all my stock of Hoxa,one feather Bed and funliture.
and as much corn e.nd fodder as vill support ny family and stock until a new crop
also.all that part of the plantatlon L4 now res;de upon which is now o].ea.red and
in cultivation with all the improvements thereon.with the pnviledge of uaing
firewood and timber to keep up ‘the aaid pla.ntation which said Horses,cows and
calves,stock of Hogs.Bed and rumi_tu:m and plantation,I givo and 'bequeath unto
my beloved wife Hary Peay,to the onley uae and’ ‘behoor of the aaid Mary Peay
during her natural life or widowhood,and at har decase or mamge,. the Horses,
Cows and Calves,stock of Hogs,Bed and tumiture,and "the plantatipn to belong to
my Grandson ¥illiam A.A.Belton iﬁthan a living,if dead,to my son Austin F,.Peay
or his heirs- Item, X gi.va and bequeath unto ny beloved grandson William A.A.
Belton,one negro wench named Phillis and her ‘two children Effy and Iiarrlott,
with a1l their future increa.se,also all that plantation wherson I novw reside
axcept that part,that I have baqueathed to ngy beloved wife Kary Peay which is
above designated,snd at her the said ¥ary Peay s decease or marrage(should she
merry) the whole of that part of the aaid plantation which I have before bequeathed
tormy beloved wife I give and 'baqueath to my said grandson William A, A, Beltonm,
and the heirs of his Body forever,alao the Horses,cows and cslves,Btock of Hogs,
Bed and furniture to be the said William A. A. Belton,But should the said ‘d:l.llian
A.A.Belton die leaving no heir of his Body then living,The negro wench Phillis
and her two children Effy end Harrbott and their increase,acd the whole of the
plantation befcre mentioned I will and desire that ny son Austin Ford Peay should
have the whole of them -Item,I give and bequcath unto nw son Austin Ford Peay one
negro fellow named Adam, one fellow named Tony one fellow named Jimm,one fellow
named Ben,one fellow nemed Dublin,one boy named Brister,one boy named Iszac,one 2
negro vunch named Amy,one girl nnned Riner,one girl named Nency,one snall girl
named . :hala,nll my stock of cattle, and Eo-ses(except those mbove given to my vifo),
glso i1 my Btock of sheep and Gouts also all my household and Kitchen Furniture,
plantc :on and carpenters toola,which l_ar_:.d negroes,Adanr, Tom,Jinm, Ben,Dublin,



Page # 2
Brister,Isaac,Amey,Riner,Nancy,Mahala,the stock of Horses and Cattle(except
those before axcepted),stock of sheep and Coats,Household and Kitchen furniture,
plantation and carpenters tools with all tho ruture increase of the saild negroes,
% give and bequeath unto my son Austin Ford Paa;r forever to the onley use and
behoof of the said Austin Ford Peay and his heirs forever.Lastly I constituto
and appoint my beloved son Austin Ford Peay my Lawfull Executor to th:l.s mw la.at
will and Testament, o which ¥ hnve set my band and seal this Eleventh day of
December in the year of Our Loxd One Thousand Eight hundred and Eleven and :ln tho
Thirty fifth yesr of the United States of Ameriea Independence - :
Signed,Sealed ,Published,Prenounced and declared by the said Testator to be and
* Cofitain his last will and Testament,and who in presence of each other at his- -
mquest.subscribed their names as witnefses thereto = = ‘

¥m Strother Nicholas Paa,y (neal)
Jno VWoodward Junior Proven I3 Oct. I8I3
R. Rugeley _ _ Jno Buchanan J.C.0.

Recorded in will book #G,Page 194
. s " Recorded —-Date missing
& " . ' | i | Apt.#28 File #4II
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i
. Oenealogy of the MoTillis and Cunninghan Pamilies
. ocompiled by Dr. Robert By Johwsen
Pubilished by The Re Ly nryanco.,ctmntﬂn, 8. O, ok
- 1725 — Arthur Cunningham = 1828 - &i- "t
A Persomsl Sketc by Dr. Robert B, Jobmson -

to Amsrica from the north of Ireland after the War of the American | =~
Revalution and ssttled on Beaver Cresk, Kershaw county, 8, 0., whers o
he lived and died in 1628, mare than 100 years of age, and is buried’

with his two wives in tha old Sumervills burying nagy

Hill, Kershaw county, Se C» I camod say that I remember

I might do 8o if a ciild of thres years old oan remembesy those aboud

i
:
:
;
€
.
i
;
:

1

satisfactory evidence,; Governar Willisxs MowWillie e Buzh and others
believed hin to bs about 103 yoars ld = 1725-2828, He wes Irish, as
now called Scotoh=Irish, Presbyterian, of courses All ths Cuninghams,
of whom X have knowm many descended from him m?rubytammionr
nsarly all, Hiawmpnummvlnluﬂmtﬁatd’nmmuﬂ 3888,
or renter; or crofter, so called, It appeara to have been the right
of the lanNlard to call on his tenants to aasist in gathering his omm
crop, whether it suited his tenants or note A corpliance with this
demand camsed his tenant, Arthur Cumningham, to lose his whi
#0 outraged his sense of justiocs that he came to his wife, ard stating
the case, saids "Jennis, thers mmat be a bstter country than this and
ifymm:iningnﬁilgotoit.' She consented, and with their

f.
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Sylvanus Tenter Peay,son of Mr. and Firs. R.L.F~ay,S3r.

Forried Rarriette Esther Palmer Sept.9,1947 ( daughter of Mr.& Nrs. Nerman H.Palmer )

Children:

Van Lamar Peay Born 8/16/1951;Died
Norman Fayssoux Pezy Born 12/7/1954;Died
Tleenor Austin Peay - Born 12/11/1957;Died
Reverly Wocdward Peay Bornl2/16/1962; Died

¥iricm Key Peay,daughter of Mr.end Mrs.R.L.Peay,Jr.

Ferried FitchellcCarter Aug.31,1963 (son of ¥r.and ¥rs.B.¥.Carter)

Children:
Pamels Yichelle Carter Tora 5/11/1967;Died
Timothy Mitchell Carter © Born 3/19/1969;Died

»

Georgia Ann Peay,daughter of ¥r. and ¥rs. R.L.Peay,JT.

Xarried Stanley Barry Stein June 13,1964 (son of Mr.Ear?y'Stein & the late Nrs. Stein)

Children ¢

Mickey Lynn Stein RBorn 9/14/1965;Died

Deborah Ann Stein - Bern 9/23/1966;Died

Reobert Tarl Merillan,son of Mr.and Mrs.Francis Earl XcMillan

Married Helen Hartferd Zarbee Aug. 29,1964 (daughter of FKr.and Mrs.R.M.Berbee )

Children:

Robert—Sihevhen .Kclillsn {" .Bera 1/29/1968;Died
Sterhen Earl McFillan . Fern 1/26/68; Died
Paul Stewsrt McMillan Forn 6/29/1971;Died

Donald Austin McMillan,son of ¥r,end Mrs, Trancis Esrl McFillan

¥arried Petricia Lee Carter Feb.11,1966 ( . ughter of ¥r.and Mrs,Clifton J. Carter )



William Gai’y Peay,son of James N. Peay,Sr. and the late Ruth Arrants Peay
Married Ann Hinson Feb.IO,I965 )

Children:
Ruth Anne Peay Born I11/12/1965;Died
¥illiam Gary Peay,Jr. . Born ﬂgﬁlgefi;med

James Nathan Peay,Jr.,son of James N.Peay,Sr. and the late Ruth Az-ganté Peay |

Married Ruth O!'Quinn Dec.29th,I965.
Childrens

James Sean Peay | ; . Born 5/27/1953,;Died

Axy Eligabeth Peay,danghter of James K.Peay,Sr. and the late Ruth Arrants Peay
narried Sammie Joe Plummer Jan.29th,I967 (son of Mr.and Mrs. W.¥.Plummer)

Child.renz
Wendy Elizsbeth Plummer Born 1/1/1971;Died

Miriam Jane Dinkens,daughter of Xr.and Mrs. 3.R.Dinkims
Married Danie McGee March 3rd,IS67

Children:
Elicabeth Kaye McGee Born 9/26/1967 sDied -

Sarsh Elicabeth Dinkins,daughter of Mr.&Mrs.J.R.Dinkins
Married Clide Coel Nichols,Jr.Dec.17th,1970 (son of Mr. & Mrs. C.C.Nichols, Sr.)

Childrens

Francis Lamar McMillan,sen ef Mr.and Mrs.Francis Earl McMillan

Married Carel Ann Nelsom Junel0,1972 (daughter of Mr.and Frs.Rebert A.Nelsen )
Childrea:



Robert L.Pe2y 111, son of Mr. 2nd Krs, R.L.Peay,’r.

¥erried Iucy Diane Gunter May 2,1969 (daughier of Mr, and Mrs. George B. Gunter )

q
Children : (Sept.10,1952 )

Margie Frances Peay Porn 12/21/1969;Died



From CCLUMBIA TELEGRAPH,23 APRIL,1851,copy in files of the South Carolina Library,Universi:
University of South Carolina, Columbia,South Carolina.

| OBITUARY
DIED -Cn the 9th inst.,at the residence of Major Starke,near Columbia, Mrs.Martha L.
Peay,wife of Col.N.A.Peay,of Fairfield District.
It is difficult to do justive to a charater like Nrs. Peay,without being charged with
exaggeration; yet the voice of the community in which she dwelt,and of which she was so
bright an ornament, cannot withold its mournful, though brief tribute to her excellence.
Nutured in the most refined circles of society, and married at an age when splendor has
its highest attractions, she ever maintained & beautiful simplicity in the exercise of
an elegant and widely extended hospitality, in the gentle ministry of an unostentatious
charity to the poor, but especially in the quie¢ duties of life. In untiring devotion to
the happiness of husband and children, her generous nature found ample exercise for mind
and heart. During the eleven years of her mﬁrried'life, never once did an unkind word pass
between her and her husband; and when wé add to this the remark of one who was long an
inmate of the family, that she was never known to speaﬁ a harsh or unkind word to & servant
it may well be said hers was a truly lovely spirit, nor was she wanting in firmness and
energy of charatter, these were manifest in tiae systematic regularity of her domestic
arrangements, and in the 5udicious discipline of her children. In the character of a
" tender but feithful mother; earnest and prayerful in the religious training of her
children, the writer knew her best, and in this, few could claim higher praise. SBe.
trusted not alone to the instincts of a mother's love, but sought anxiously by reading
and by counsel with those she might jnstruct, to know a mother's duties and the surest
modes of discharging them.
Such in a brief outline of one who, with all that love and friendship could throw
around home and an extensive social circle, has passed away, and we feel assured,to a
holier home and companionship, Her life exhibited much of the Christian spirit,and her
last days gave assurance of that faith tnat triumphs over death.

Frs. Pesy died in the 3lst year of her age, leaving six children.



Austin Ford Peay,son of Nicholas and Martha Kesiah Ferd Peay,

Married Mary English,Jan.4,1801

Childrens
Martha Kesiah Peay '

Married Joseph Addisen Black II
Sarah English Peay

Married Jehn Jaced Myers,MD,
" Kichelas Adamson Peay ..

Married Martha Carey LamarJan,22,1840
Mary Lucilla Justina Peay

-

A Y

Married Charles Agustus Peellnits 1830

Eliza Reselyn Peay
Married Cel.Thenss M.Lyles
Children: .
Mary Cornelia Lyles
¥illiam Boykin Lyles
Married twice
Sarah English Lyles
Married Edwin Agustus Poellnits
Themas Austin Lylés
Nicholas Peay Lyles
Married Sarah Leuise Peellnits Nev.,1866
Austin Peay Lyles
John Weodward Lyles
Married Susan Merris
Belton English Lyles
Harriet Singleten Lyles
Martha Peay Lyles

Bera

Bera

Bera
Bo:_:'l

Bora
Bera
Bera
Bera
Bera
Bern

Died

- Born

Bera
Bora
Bora
Bera
Bera
Bera

Bern

17843Died 10/14/1841
10/ 5/1782;Died 2/24/1816

(daughter ef Sarah Adamsen and Jeshua English II)

10/ 7/1801;Died —

e e o8 - e

10/ 5/1805;Died 3/ 6/1866

2/ 8/1811;Died 2/26/1857

1/ 8/1820;Died 4/ 9/1851
3/19/1814;Died 10/21/1889
9/ 1/1807;Died 1/25/189%
2/16/1816;Died 12/25/1897

10/13/1811;Dded 2/ 7/1902 i

Joung

Died 6/31/1862

9/30/1839;Died 3/ 2/1907
10/27/1835;Died 2/ 2/1865
;Diei- ——
6/23/1842;Died 1/ 3/1900
4/26/18463Died 9/ 9/1912
;Died 6/23/1864
$Died :

NS | P G

- .

;Died young
=Pled




‘;‘honis Lamar Peay,son ef Austin Ferd mid Elizadbeth Cumningham Peay, :
Bera 1/ 3/1878;Died 1/21/1954

Married Henrietta Dgé?ortn June 9,1915 Bera 5/ 7/1883;Died 5/10/1953 - "
Sarah DesPertes Peqyr:’-“ _ Bera 3/29/1916;Died

Themas Lanar Peay,Jr. h ji' Bora 12/27/1913;1:1.1
Sara.h DesPortel Pen,y,lnughter of Thonas Lamar -and Eleaner DesPortes Pny

Bera 3/29/1916;Died
¥arried Valter Clark Gasten Oct.1,1940 . Bera jDied
_ (son of Samuel Jacksen and Cera Black Gasten ) S
Childrens ' =

- -

Walter Clark Gasten,Jr. ‘ o Bnrn 8/ 6/194‘131;1“
Sara Jo Gasten _ Bexa 2]24/1945;D1e1 B

D ted

Thonﬁ Lanar Peay,Jr.,sen of Themas Lamar and Eleanor DesPertes Peay,
Bera 12/27/1918;Died -

Married Harjerig Lucille Gessett Dec.27,1952 Bera jDied

Childrens:
Yarjarie Ann Peay

L

Bora 12/11/1958;Died

Walter Clark Casten,Jr,,som ef Walter Clark and Sarak Peay Gastem,

Married Mary Heuston Gaffney Jan.15,1966 Bera ;Died
(dsughter eof Mrs. Clyde Menroe Caffmey and the late Mr,Gaffney)
Bera ;Died

Childrens



Nicholas Adamson Peay,sen ¢f Austin Ford and Fary English Peay

Aarried Fartha Cary Lamar Jan, 22,1840
Children:
Martha Lamar Peay
Married Gazaway Basil Lamar Jume 15,1859
Mary English Peay ' |
} Married John L.Hyera Nov.2,1860
Anutin Fori Peay

Bera 2/ 8/1811;Died 2/26/1857
Bora 1/ aflszo,mu 4/ 9/1851

Bora 10/25/1340;1)101 12/24/1872
Bora —'-—-—-3])10& —
Bera 1/ 6/1842;])10(
3Dlol

Bera =

Bera 9/10/1844;Died 1/10/1907

Married Elizabeth C. Cunninghu April 11,'67 Bora8/19/1843;Died 6/ 4/1929

Thomas Lamar Peay

Married Pattie deCraffenreid Pob.ll 1869

Nicholas Adamson Peay
Married Ellie B.Blake June 10,1875
Amn Eliza Peay
- Harried Richard V.Bra;r April 29,1869

Bera 7/21/1846;Died i

Bera jDied

Bern 9/24/1848;Died -—-—-—-—-———

Bora -3 Died
Bera 5/31/1850;Died ‘ —
Bora 6433/3850;Died ——ee—
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¥iriam kny Peay,daughter of Mr.and Mrs.Rebert L.Peay,Jr.
Married Mitchell Carter Aug.31,1963 (sen of Mr., and Mrs, E.W.Carter )

nildren:
Pamela Michelle Carter Bera 5/11/1967;Died
Timothy Mitchell Carter Bern 3/19/1969;Died

GCeorgla Ann Peay, daughter of Mr, and Mrs. Rebert L.Peay,Jr.
Married Stanley Barry Stein June 13,1964 ( =on of ¥Mr.Harry Stein and the late Mrs.Siein )

Children:
Mickey Lynn Stein Born 9/14/1965;Died
Deborah Ann Stein Born 9/23/1966;Died

Rebert L.PeayIII,son ef Mr.and Mrs.Rebert L.Peay,Jr.
Married Lucy Diane Gunter May 2,1969 ( daughter of Mr. and Fra.George B.Gunter )
( Sept.10,1952 )

Jhildrem:
Margie Frances Peay Bern 12/21/1969;Died

Robert L.PeayIII and Lucy Diane Gunter Peay diverced 1972
Robert L.PeaylII Married Judy Dianne Wainburn Rov.2,1Y(3 { asugater of Rev.and Hrs.
{ Uet.12,1956 ) Willian E.¥inbura )
Linda Sue Peay,daugnter ot Mr.and Mrs.Robert L.Peay,Jr.
Married Gene Jefferson Bradsnaw Jan.ld,1Y75( son of Mrs.George A.Carnes and tne late

Uliver Jefierson Bradsnaw }

Children:



Rebert Earl KcMillan,son er Mr.and Mrs. Francis Earl McMillam

Harried Helen Hartferd Barbee Aug.29,1964 (daughter er Mr.and Mrs.R.M.Barbee )
Zhildren:

Stephen Earl McMillan Bern 1/26/1968;Died

Paul Stewart Mcuillxn ) ) . Bern 6/29/1971;Died

Donald Austin McMillan,sen er Mr.and Mrs.Francis Earl ¥cMillan
Farried Patricia Lee Carter Feb.11,1966 (daughter ef Mr.and Mrs.Cliftoam J.Carter )
Children:

Francis Lamar McMillaw,sen eI Mr.and Mrs.Francis Earl McKillam
Karried Carol Ann Nelsom June 10,1972 (daughter ef Mr.and Mra.Rebert A.Nelson )
Children:

William Gary Peay,szon ef James N.Peay,Sr.and the late Ruth Arrants Peay
¥arried Ann Hinsen Feb.10,1965

Children: :
Ruth Anne Peay Bera 11/12/1965;Died
William Gary Peay,Jr. ) Bera 3}21/1969;Diod

James Nathan Peay,Jr.,sen ef James Nathan Peay,Sr.and the late Ruth Arrants Peay
Karried Ruth O0TQuinn Deo.29,1965

Children:

James Sean Peay Bern 5/27/1968;Died

Any Elizabeth Peay,daughter er James N,Peay,Sr.and the late Ruth Arrants Peay
¥arried Sammie Joe Plummer Jan.29,1967 (sen ei Mr.ond Mrs.W.¥.Plummer )

hildren:
Wendy Elizabeth Plummer Bera 1/ 1/1971;Died



Robert Lamar Peay,Jr., son of Mr, and Mrs. R.L.Peay,Sr,
Married Beela Matthews Oct.28,1939 Born 11/12/1915; Died
(daughter of Mr, and Mrs, Robert H. Matthews)

Children:

Mirian Kay Peay Born 1/24/1943:_Di0i
Georgia Ann Peay Born 7/19/1944; Died
Linda Bue Peay Born 5/30/1949; Died
Robert Lamar Peay,III Bern 2/10/1951; Died

Mary Tallulah Peay,daughter ef Mr, and Mrs, R.L.Peay,Sr.
Married Francis Earl McMillan Aung.l17,1938
(son of Donald ¥cMillan.and Mrs.Earl Nelscn)

Children:

Francis Lamar McMillan ' Bern 4/24/1939; Died
Rebert Earl McMillan Bornl0/24/1941; Died
Donald Austin McMillan Bora 9/18/1943; Died

James Nathan Peay,son of Mr. and Mrs.R.L.Peay,Sr.
Married Ruth Arrants Sept.20,1941
(daughter of Mr, and Mrs, Stafford Arrants)

Children:

Janes Nathan Peay,Jr. Born 1/19/1943; Died 1/14/1971
Amy Elizabeth Peay Bernll/30/1944; Died

William Cary Peay Born 6/24/1946; Dieid

Ruth Arrants Peay died Julyl6,1957
James Nathan Peay,Sr.,son of Mr, and ¥rs, R.L.Psay,Sr.
Married Mrs, Ritus Stewart Sept.3,1960

Austin Ford Peay,sen of Mr, and Mrs., R.L.Peay,Sr.

Married Bettie Jo Douglas Aug,.23,1959
(daughtcr of Mr., and Mrs., Joe Douglas)
Children:
Sarah Austin Peay Born 5/10/1967; Died

Miriam Lanar Peay Born 5/20/1973; Died



Elizabeth Cunningham Peay,daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R.L.Peay,Sr,
- Married John Richard Dinkins May 18,1947
(son of Mrs. J.R.Dinkins and the late Mr. Dinkins)

Children:

Miriam Jane Dinkins Bern 9/18/1948; Died
Sarah Elizabeth Dinkins ' Bern 2/28/1951; Died
John Robert Dinkins Bera 7/ 1/1956; Died

Sylvanus Center Peay,son of Mr. and Mrs. R.L.Peay,Sr.
Married Harriette Esther Palmer Sept. 9,1947
(daughter of Mr, and Mrs, Norman H, Palmer)

Children:

Van Lamar Peay Bern 8/16/1951; Died
Norman Fayssoux Peay Bornl2/ 7/1954; Died
Eleanor Austin Peay Bernl2/11/1957; Died

Beverly Woodward Peay Bornl2/16/1962; Died



Robert L.Peay,Sr.,son 6f Mr. and Mrs.A.F.Peyy, Born %0/10/1884; Died 7/17/1958

. Married Miriam Conner Center Feb.27,1913 Born 6/6 /1891: Died
' (daughter of Mr., and Mrg ,James Nathan Center

Children:

Rebert Lamar Peay,Jr. Born12/11/1913; Died
Mary Tallulah Peay Bornl2/21/1915; Died
James Nathan Peay Born 9/30/1918; Died
Austin Ford Peay Born 1/15/1921; Died
Elizabeth Cunningham Peay Born 1/17/+923; Died
Sylvanus Cenier Peay Bora 9, 2y au25; Died



Elias Peay,son of Clairborne Peay of St.John?s parish,King William County, Virginia.

George Peay,son ef Elias Peay, Born 1/16/1734;Died 10/ 7/1813
Married Mary Bora 11/11/1734;Died —————
Nicholas Peay, son ef George Peay, Bora 8/ 3/1762;Died 10/ 7/1813
Married Martha Kesiah Ferd 1783 Bora -——£1765;Died 9/10/1807
Austin Ferd Peay, sen ef Nichelas and Martha Keslah Ferd Peay

. : Bora ———-—/1784;Died 10/14/1841
¥arried Mary FEnglish Jan.4,1801° Bera 10/ 5/1782;Died 2/24/1816
Children:
Martha Kesiah Peay Bera 10/ 7/1801;Died ——
Sarah English Peay ' Born 10/ 5/1805;Died 3/ 6/1866
Nicholas Adamson Peay ' Bern 2/ 8/1811;Died 2/26/1857
Mary Lucilla Justina Peay - Bora 3/19/1814;Died 10/21/1833
Eliza Reselyn Peay Born 2/16/1816;Died 12/25/1837

Kichelssr Adamsen Peay, sen ef Austin Ford and Mary Exglish Peay
Bern 2/ 8/1811;Died 2/26/1857

Married Martha Cary Lamar Jaw.22,1840 Berm 1/ 8/1820;Died 5/ 9/18351
Childrer:

Martha Lamar Peay Bern 10/26/1840;Died 12/24/1872
Mary English Peay Bera 1/ 6/1842;Died —————==
Austin Ferd Peay Borm 9/10/1844;Died 1/10/1907
Themas Lamar Peay Bern 7/21/1846;Died ————-—— —
Kicholas Adamsen FPeay Bern 9/24/1848;Died ———————
Ann Eliza Peay Bern 5/31/1850;Died —————

Austin Ford Peay, son ef Nichelas Adamson ané Martha Cary Lamar Peay
Bern 9/10/1844;Died 1/10/190T

Married Elizabeth Cunningham, daughter eof ¥William Curry amd Rebecca Jenes Cunninghan
( April 11,1867 ) Born B8/19/1843;Died 6/ 4/192%

Children:

Kicholas Adamson Peay Berm 1/25/1868;Died 9/15/1952
William Cunningham Peay Beran 9/12/1B69;Died 12/15/1953
Iafant daughter Bern 7/29/1871 ———————————
Austin Ferd Peay _ Bern 10/12/1872;Died T/17/1912
Rebecca Jenes Peay Bers 3/30/1875;Died 11/ 7/1905
Thomas Lamar Pexy Bora 1/ 3/1878;Died 1/21/1954
Cazaway Basil Peay Bern 10/17/1881;Died 12/24/1911
Rebert Lamar Peay Bora 10/10/1884;Died T/17/1958

Lizzie C.Peay Bern 1/ 5/1890;Died 7/ 3/1891



Nicholas Adamsen Peay,sen ef Austin Ferd ang Mary English Peay
2/ 8/1811;Died 2/26/1857
Bern 1/ 8/1820;Died 4/ 9/1851

Married Martha Cary Lamar Jan.22,1840
Children:
Martha Lamar Peay
Married Gazaway Basil Lamar June 15,1859
Mary English Peay
¥arried John A.Myers Nov.2,1860
Austin Ford Peay

Thomas Lamar Peay
Married Pattie deGraffemreid Feb.11,1869
Hichelas Adamsom Peay
Married Ellie B.Blake June 10,1875
inm Eliza Peay
Marrisd Richard V.Bray April 29,1869

Bera

Bera 10/26/1840;Died

Bera
Bermn
Bera

Berma

Berz 5/31/1850;Died

————3;Died
1/ 6/1842;Died
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. 9/10/1844;Died
Married Elizabeth C.Cumningham April 11,'67 Bern8/19/1843;Died
Bera 7/21/1846;Died
Bera —weomcwme— ;Died
Bera 9/24/1B48;Died

12/24/1872

e

1/10/1907
6/ 4/1929
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Bera &£31/3856;Died ————————



Austin Ferd Peay,son of Nichelas and Marths Kesiak Ferd Peay,

Married Mary English,Jan.4,1801

Bern

Bera

(daughter ef Sarah Adamsen and Jeshua

Children:
Martha Keslah Peay

Married Joseph Addisen Black II
Sarah English Peay

Married Jehn Jaced Myers,MD.
Nichelas Adamson Peay

Married Martha Carey LamarJan.22,1840
Mary Lucilla Justina Peay

Married Charles Agustus Peellnite 1830
Eliza Reselym Peay

Married Cel.Themas M.Lyles
Children:
Mary Cornelia Lyles
William Boykin Lyles
Farried twice
Sarah English
Farried Edwim Agustus Poellnitz

Lyles

Themas Austin
Fichelas Peay Lyles

¥arried Sarah Leuise Peellnitz Nev.,1866
fustin Peay Lyles

Joun Weodward Lyles

Lyles

Married Susan Merris
Belten English Lyles
Harriet Singletem Lyles
¥Fartha Peay Lyles

Berma

Bern

Bora
Bern
Bera
Bera
Bera

Bera

Died

Born

Bern
Bora
Bora
Bern
Bern
Beran

Bera

Bera

Bera

1784;Died
10/ 5/1782;Died
English II)

10/ 7/1801;Died
10/ 5/1805;Died

2/ 8/1811;Died
1/ 8/1820;Died
3/19/1814;Died
9/ 1/1807;Died
2/16/1816;Died
10/13/1811;Died

yeung
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9/30/1839; Died
10/27/1835; Died
———— e ;Died
6/23/1842;Died
4/26/1846;Died

10/14/1841
2/24/1816

3/ 6/1866

2/26/1857
4/ 9/1851
10/21/1889
1/25/189%
12/25/1897
2/ 1/1902

6/31/1862

3/ 2/1907
2/ 2/1865
1/ 3/1900
9/ 9/1912
6/ 23/1864

—— s i S g T A

yeung

[ ————



From The Femily Bible Of Richolas Adamson & Murtha Lamar Peay
Longtown, Fairfield Districk,S. C. '
| Femily Record, Narrages
Nicholas Adamson Peay & Martha Cary Lamar intermarried Jan.22,1840.
Gazaway Basil Lamar & Martha Lamar Pea} were married June I5,I859.
John A. Myers & Mary English Peay were parried Nov.2,I860. '
Austin Ford Peay,(son of N. A &M.L. Peay)& lLigzie C. Cunningham were marrled Aprll II 186'
Thomas L. Peay,(son of N.A.& II L. Peay)& Pattie de Graffenreid were marr:.ed Feb. II 1869.
Nicholas A. Peay,(son of N. A.& M. L. Peay)& Cornelia J. Cunningham were married
July 20,I87I.
Amnie Peay, (daughter of N. A. & M. L. Peay)& Richard V. Bray were married April 29,1869,
Nicholas A. Peay,(son of N. A.& K. L. Peuy)& Ellie B, Blake were married June I0,I875.
Nicholas Adsmson Peay,{son of A. F. & Lizzie C. Peay)& Mury U. Culp were married
Oct.29,1897.
William Cunningham Peay, (sen of A. F. & Lizzie C. Pany)& Jennie M. Brawley were
married Oct. 8,1897.
Robert Lamar Peay,(son of A.F.&Lizzie C.Peay)& Miriam Conner Center were married
Feb.27,I9I3. | ’
Tnomas Lamar Peay,(son of A.F. & Lizzie C.Peay)& Eleanor Des Portes were married
June 16,1915, o T
Births :

Martha Lemar Peay,daughter of N.A.& M.L.Peay,born the 26 of Oct.IB840.
Mery English Peay,daughter of N.A.& M.L.Pesy,born the 6th.ofJan.IB42.
Austin Ford Peay,son of N.A. & K.L.Peay,born the I0th, of Sept.IB44.
Thomas Lamar Peey,son of N.A. & M.L.Peay,born the 2Ist,of JulyI846.
Nicholas Ademson Peay,son of N.A. & M.L.Peay,born the 24th.of Sept.I848.
4nn Elize Peay,daughter of N.A. & M.L.Peay,born the 3Ist.of MayI8S50.
William Mills Myers,son of John A.& Mary E.P.Myers,was born 27th.of Aug.I86I.
Nicholas Adamson Peay,(son of A.F.& L.C.I Pesy)was born Jan.25th.,I86E.
William Cunningham Pesy, (sen of A.F.& L.C. Peay)was born ScPt.I2th.,1869.
Infant dcughter, (daughter of A.F.& L.C. Peay)was born July 22th.,I87I. l
Austin Ford Peay,(3rd.son of A.F.& L.C.xeab)Wus bern Oct.I2th.,I872.
Rebecca Jones Peay,(daughter of A.P.& L.C.Peay)w:s born March 30th.,I875.
Thomas Lemer Pesy,(4th.son of A.F.& L.C.Teny)wes Porn Jan. 3rd.,I878.
Gazaway Basil Peay,(5th.son of A.F.& L.C.Peny)was orn Oct. I7th.,I88TI.
Robert Lamar Peay,(6th.son of A.F.& L.C: Peqy)qu bern Oet., I0th.,I884,
Lizzie C. Peay, (3rd.dsughter of A.F.& L.C. Peay)was born Jan. 5th,,I890.
Nicholas Adamson Peay was born Feb. 8th.,I8II at Flint %1311, Fairfield Dist.,S.C.
Gazaway Basil Lamar,son of G.B.& Martha Teay Lamar,w:: .orn on 2 Monday the I6th.

day of Dec.I872,at I2 o'clock,M. in Savannzh, Ga.



From The Family Bible Of Nicholss Adamson & ¥artha Lamar Peay
Longtown,Fairfield District,S.C,
Family Record,Deaths

Martha Lamar Peay,wife of N.A.Peay,died April 9th.,I85I in her 32nd.yeay-near COLUMBIA
N.A.Peay died at his residence in Long.Town on the morning of the 26th.feb.,1857
in the 47th year of his-age. s : -
Mrs.Martha Peay Lamar,wife of G.B. Lamar Jr.died in the city of Savannah on the 24th
day of Dec.I872- in the 32nd year of her ages
Mrs. Mary Peay Myers,daughter of N. A.&.H L.Peay died
Little Lizzie,daughter of Austin-F.& Lizzie C. Peay,dled July 3rd,I89I-in the
second year of her life.
Rebecca Jones Peay,daughter of A.F & L. C Peay,dled Nov.?th I905-in the 30th year
of her age. N
Austin Ford Peay,son of N.A.%M. L?Beﬁy,dled Jan IOth 1907—1n the 63rd year of hls age.
Gazaway B.Peay,sonc¢f A.F.& L.C.Peay,died Dec.24th,I9II-in the 30th yearcvof his age.
Austin Ford Peay,son of A.F.& L.C.Peay,died July I7th,I9I2.
Nicholas A.Peay,son of A.F.&.L.C.Peay,died Sept. ISth,{?S?-;n the 84th year of his age.
W.C. Peay,son of A.F.& L.C.Peay,died Dec,I5th,I953.
Thomas Lamar Peay,son ‘of A.F.& L.C.Peay,died Jan.2Ist,I954~in the 76th year of his age.

Robert Lemar Peay,Sr.,son of A.F.& L.C.Peay,died July I7th,I958-was 73 years old.



From The New York:PubliC L1DIary, DilleAvuelijciitedve ~—
Section two of open file,Room 3I5G.Under "Depen Fanily"®
The Family Of DuPuis,N.Y.General and Biographical Records, Vol.32,PP53-56,77-80,
141-144,231-235,by Frank J.Conkling.

The Family of Dupuis, DePuy,Depew, etc By Frank J. Conkling,Brooklyn,N.Y.
Should one become interested in the stﬁdy of this family they would find the same
eccentricities,or varations in nomenclature as are found in many of the family
names of our early settlers,they would descover.whlchever way the scribes of
colonial times,or decision of the owner,had,adorned the spelling of the name,
that in tracing back to the fountain-head or source in this country, the line
would,if brought within the bounds of Colonial New York,lead them to one of two
sturdy Buguenots,who, thinking to improve lifes fortunes and,no doubt,to exercise
- religious freedom,packed their belongings and set sail under the flag of Holland
to the new Dutch colony so recently established in the New World,and named New
Amsterdam.These two emergrants were Nicholas and Francois Dupuis,who came at
different times,the former from Artois and the latter from Caleis,which mey not
mean,as the records would infer, that they were {rom seperate places,for when it
is understood thet Artois was a Province located in the "Department of Calais,”
a division of France bordering on the Netherlands,it may be seen how possable
it is that both were from the same neighborhood,if not,indeed of the same family,
and if peoof was needed of a relationship good circumstantial evidance would be
found in the fact that Francois had a son Nicholas, evidently nsmed for the
Senior Nicholas,vwho,with his wife,stood as god-parents to the infant vhen baptized
in the 01d Duteh Church of New York,Oct.I7,1686.(New York Genersl and:‘Biographical
Records,Vol.X,P.II7.Rev.Mr.Baird in his Hugunot Enigration to America.Vol.2.)

Oxford Mass. in 169I,Elie(Elius)and Jean(John) Dupuis the former
farther of the latter. e

John,elder of the French Church of Boston I705 and I729.

Will made Jan.4,I734 pfobated June 9,I743 naming sons John,Deniel,

Charles,Isaac and Elias.

Dupee. Nicholas the emigrant. "The Spirit of76"

Nicholas I662 decendant of Nichdlas DuPuy

Raphael DuPuy officer of high rank +o Emperor Conrad,I033

Nicholas Depuis, "P¥merland Church" Oct. 1662

Xicholas DuPui from Artois,wife and three childreh,6,5 and 2 years old. Catharina
de Vos(The Fox) died I4 years after Nicholas in I705.

A lot on Broad St. ¢f New Amsterdam March I9, 1663 Plantation in Staten Island.

Lot on Prince St. i~ I667.Son Moses in Klngston in I68B0, ‘
Nicholas died in I¢ 7. Son John parried Elizabeth Tysen in I655,cldest son John
was an invalid. Cth - sons Nicholas,Barent and Mones;daughters Catharine, Magdalena,
Susanna.Blizabeth o PotrOnella.(See Vol.36,1272,3anntor DepewsJohn Pew census of ITL
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HISTORY OF J.ONGTOWN BAPTIST CNURCH

COMPILED BY
MARIE P, JONES
RIDGEWAY WOMANS CLUB

. RIDGEWAY, S. C.

Down through the agas, it is noted that standards of a community may be
oeasured by the-activities and consecration of its church groups. Throughout
Fairfield County there are historic churches, ruins and cemeteries which bear
out the fact that, but for the destruction and broken Jdewn cconomy after the
civil war, this county should still be top ranking in rcoligious leadership.
For economic reasons, descendents of the earliest settlers have been forced to
leave what were once weaalthy estates to seek livelihoods elsewhere. Thus

whole communities have been almest deserted.

-

Such was the case in the community in lower Fairficld County called Longtown.
The original name was Log Town as the early settlers who owned river plantations
moved to the ridge in summer and lived in log houses to cxcape the ravages of

pmalariz fever caused by mosguitoes.

Notable among the early churches of Fairfield was the longtown Baptist Church
which was torn down and sold as timbai in 1934, A pen and ink sketch represcnting
an artist's conception of this church is on file in the Fairfield County Historical
Socicty Museum, Winnsboro, S. C. The artist is Mrs. Larry Thompson of Ridgeway.

There still remains, however, the large cemetery with & number of massive tombs,

granite walls and iron fences which bear records of the hevitage of the carly



It is not known just when this church was first organized. According to
"A History of South Carclina Baptists™ hy Joe M. King Columbia, 1964, the
history of the Longtown Baptist church 15 as follows:

"Long town Baptzst church known as cOncord Church (date uncertaln) b31leVed il

organized about 1831. First in Bethel Association, in Salem Association after
1848; and in Falrfleld Associatlon about 1864. It was probably dlsbanded between
1911 and 1913." (Informatiom through the courtesy of Charles E. Thomas, Greeavxlle,

South Carolina.)

It is not certain just where the original church building stood. However,
on September 17, 1839, # four-acre tract of land was deeded to the association by
Abram D. Jomes for a church and cemetery. This is where the last building was
erected and the cemetery is still maintained. Records of the deed are in the Court

House at Winnsboro, S. C.

»

This quaint 0ld church was the headquarters for a number of Baptist conventions
for Fairfield Asgodiation. The spacious grounds and a fine spring bubbling with
cool clear water, down the hill back of the church, wmsde it an ideal place for
picnic-dinners during the all day events. The stream below was also used for

Baptismal services.

Mr. Lewis Kelley was one of the.last deacons of the church who had the
responsibility of seeing that the building was kept and heated, 01d fashiahéd"

“iron pot~be11ied étoves were used for heating the building. Flues extended out-

side of the gable ends of the church.

Abram D. Jones 1795-1868 was the son of Darling Jones 1758-1828 and Rebecca

Jones 1755-1820. All were buried in the present cemetery, also Mary Carolime

= =
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Goodwyn Jones, wife of Abram D. Jomes, who died in 1867.

It is conclusive that this was formerly the burying ground for the Jones
family. The summer home of this family and later the home of the Robertson family,
is now the beautifully restored home of Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Kirkland, known as
"Blink Bonnie". It was first known as "Summer Retreat". The Jones family lived
in Camden during the winter months. "Banking Institutions in S. C. prior to 1860"

lists Abram D. Jones.as a director in the Bank of Camden 183 -1865.

According to records from S. C. Colohial Soldiers and Patriots compiled by
Leonardo Andrea--pa. 5 "Abram Darling Jones served in the Cherokee Wars under
Col. Gabriel Powell whose men were mainly from Cherokee and Georgetown Districts

of 0ld Craven County".

We note from the Charleston News and Courier--Backward Glances news of our
great grandfathers--November 18, 1828--"pied at Columbia on the S5th Inst. Darling
Jones, Esquire, a soldier of the Revolution, in the 70th year of his age. He was
a hospitable and respectable citizen of Fairfield District, S. c." The Camden
Journal 1828 carried the same notice. (This information was given by Mrs. Grace

whilden of Columbia - great, great grand daughter of Darling Jones.)

Through the courteous cooperation of Charles E. Thomas of Greenville and
Mrs. 0Olin Owens of Furman Universicy.Library, CGreenville, copies of five letters
from members of the Furman family were made available. These letters reveal the
connections of the Furmans with Longtown Baptist Church and cormunity, and are on

file in the Baptist Historical Special Collection at Furman Universicty.

We learn that in 1835 Josiah Brodhead Furman, son of the distinguished
Richard Furman, became pastor of Longtown Baptist Church. A letter Irom Anmn Eliza
Furman, sister of Josiah Furman, writien NMarch 11, 1835 from Longtown to another

sister, Maria Furman at Society 11 . tells of their safe arrival in Longtown. She



.

writes, "They are really very pleasantly situated here, everything is very
comfortable about them. I have not been able to form any idea what this socilety
is.l Mrs. Jones (Mrs. Abram D. Jones) is spending the winter in Camden. Sister

Henrietta feels her loss very much." .

Ano;her sister, Sara Susannah,'calléd Susan, was ill and died there. She
was buried in‘Longtow?. She is listed as a writer and is thought to Ha&é a;sistéd
‘her brbthers_in writipg‘the biography of Richard Furman, their father. On
April 17, 1835 = lettef‘éritten by Jésiah B. Fﬁrmaﬁ from Longtown, to his brother,

-

Rev. James C. Furman, Richmond, Va., tells of Susan's death.

Another létter from Longtown'Harch 31, 1835 from Ann Eliza Furman to a brother,
Charles M.. Furman, Esq. Charleston, tells how the family is ;;tuated- She states,
"Brother Josiah and Sister Henfiet;a are very pleasantly situated. Tbe society is
very good; the style of living is good; but, at the same time, there is a

considerable degree of refinement and cultivation. Tt is decidedly the pleasantest

part of Fairfield that I have visited".

It appears that James Clement Furman lived in Longtown during the summer and
received mail at a post office called Mount Pleasant, Fairfield County. A letter
from him from Longtown, April 17, 1835 to his brother Charles N. Furman of éharleston,
urges him to come to Falrfield for the summer by "Railroad". In this letter he
writes, "My residence is 29 or 30 miles morth of Columbia and 15 miles above
Camden. This county is probably as hea1£hy as any part of the state.. This place,

being well known, you will have no trouble in finding it."

Another famous Baptist minister who conducted services at this church was
Dr. W. D. Entzminger, of near Blythewood. He became a missionary to Brazil where

he died, and was buried in the summer capiteol of Rio.

= de =



Probably the last minister to conduct services there was Rev. James Ellison

Jones, grandson of Abram D. Jones. He retired and moved to Chester about 1925,

This church was the general place of worship for the residents of Longtown

until 1882 when the Presbyterian Cﬁurch-was organized.

- tay .

In addition to three éeneratidngﬂéf:the Jones family, the Baptist cemetery
became the resting place of members of the Reeves, Scotts, Matherson, Kelley, and
Marthers families. Col. and Mrs. Nicholas A. Peay, Mr. and Mrs. John Peay, and

. - < N
Mr. and Mrs. John Robertson and other members of their families are also buried

here within the two large granite enclosures.

One grave of historic note is that of Caleb Clark, son of Doctor Henry Clark.

. -
*

The monument whiéh is in an irom enclosure is unique in that it is a broken shaft

bearing a scroll on top on which thé dates of the births and deaths of both father
% ;

and son are enscribed. Caleb Clark was killed in the battle of Bénnsboro, Maryland

in 1864, at the ageeof 25 years.

>
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Genealogy of the McWillie and Cunningham Families
canpiled by Dr. Robert B. Johnson

Published by The R. L. Bryan Co., Columbia, S. C., 191k
(Reprinted 1938)

1725 - Arthur Cunningham - 1828
A Personal Sketch by Dr. Robert B. Johnson

It is supposed that Arthur Cumningham with his family emigrated
to America from the narth of Ireland after the War of the American
Ravolution and settled on Beaver Creek, Kershaw county, S. C., where
he lived and died in 16828, more than 100 years of age, and is buried
vith his two wives in the old Summerville burying ground near Liberty
Hill, Kershaw county, S. C. I camnot say that I .remember him, though
I might do so if a child of three years old can remember those about
him, The testimony of those who knew him gave me the impression of a
man of vigorous personality, mental and physical, with some rather
guaint peculiarities, His vigor of body is shomn by his habit of riding
to Camden, twenty miles from his home -~ always riding in a gallop =
ard back again on the same day, and this he continued to do, when his
business required it, until he wes past 80 years of age. That he re-
teined his virility to a great age may be taken for granted when it
more than 80
by S marrTiage &
nce may be gotten from

is stated that he married the second time
years old, and lived long enough to see a
grown womzn. Sape idea of his persomnal appeara

}ch told me many i3
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. Bush and others
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now called Scotch-LIrish., Presby of course. A1l the Cunninghams,
of whom 1 have byterians, or
nearly all, Hi: was maver and lesses,
or renter, or c called. It appeas besn the right
f the landlerd tc his tenants to assist in gathering his omm
crop, whether it sui tenants or note mpliznce with this
demand caused his tenant, Arthur Cunningham, cse his o¥n crop, which
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childnen, whom I &m incl:med to t.h.mk were born in I:neland, left their -
native country and came to America, settling first on Sanders! Creek
and f£inally on Beaver Creek in the upper part of Kershaw county, S. C.,
vwhere he lived until his deaths The correct Inference seems to be =
that he came to America after the war of 1776, bringing some of his = °
ch_lﬁren maybs 2]l of then, vrith hi;a From cart.ain facts T think 2~
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Arthur Cunningham

b 1725 ? - d sug. 25, 1628
. Married
Ellender Cunningham .
d Dece 10, 1805
Children

1770 Elizabeth Curnningham Apr. 7, 1822

1772 Joseph L May 2k, 1850

1778 Robert i July 31, 1836

1775 ? James "

1768 7 Jans u

Robert Cumningham 1st

b 1778 d July 31, 1836
Married

Mary Stover 4

b 1782 ~ d Feb, 12, 1828

Robert's hame was on Cedar Creek, Lancaster, S, C.

Children A

Aug. 30, 1805 Jane Cunningham®  June 20, 1851
May 1802 " Sarah " Apr. 26, 1850
June 18, 1811 Elizabeth *

Oct. 27, 1813 Mary B. " Nov., 8, 1878
Jan, 12, 1807 John S. * Oct. 30, 1851
Nov. 10, 1815 Robert B. " Jan. 12, 1885
Julyl2, 1819  ¥m. Curry ® Oct. 10, 1865

% Jane married David Bailey. .
Their dau. Amama Bailey married Wm. Dixon.
Their dau. Sallie Dixon married John Harrison.
Dau, Amanda Harrison married 7, 'V, McEachern,
San John Harrison married Eliz. McMaster.

William Curry Cunningham
b July 12, 1818 or 1819 d Oct. 10, 1865
Larried
Rebecca Jones
b July 7, 1820 d Nove 9, 1907
Children
Mary, Abram,lizzie¥®, William, Thamas, John, Robert, Rebecca,
Jos-:h, Sarah, Hannah, Nancy, James,

% Flizabeth (married Austin Peay).



}_E:L_izabo‘bh Cunningham

daue of Wm. Curry Cumningham X Rebscca Jonss

Austin Peay T ’ _
- .+ Children i el s i N

Nicholas, Austin, Willlam, Rebecca, Thomas, Gary, Robert

(No_daté % but Elizabeth's brother Abram Jones Cunningham
died in 1882 in battle in Va.)e
(Elizabsth also listed as Lizzie)

Nichdlas Peay married Mary Culp
William Peay married Jane Brauley
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(Note—Eduard Gendron Palmer succeded Coi.Nicholas A.Pony as senator from Fairfield
county in I857 and served until I865.)

JOURRAL OF SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE NOV 23,1857.pp.7-8
' Mr.Palmer addressed the Senate as fOllOHS‘ '
. M, Preszdent:-It becomes my palnful duty to announce to the Senate the death
of my predecessor, the late Col.Nicholas Peay of Fairfield District.The brief career
which he ran as & member of this body afforded him but little opportunity to ex—
hibit the practicable turn of mind which he possessed, and I fear gave to.SenatorB
but an impurfect means of knowing and appreciating those high gqualities of the h
heart, with which he was so bountifully endowed. His generous and impuksive nature -
strongly endeared him to &ll who knew him intimately, Warm and ardent in his friend-
ship, this feeliné was as warnmly; and sincerely recifrocated by as mumerous a body
of friends as fell to the lot of most meﬁ to have,and his decease_has created,not
oﬁléy a void in their midst,but has left an &ndelible impression upon their minds,
In his profession as a planter,he was zealous and practicable,and exibited those
traits of character which entitled him to be considered as eninently successful
in his calling.With an ample fortune,his hospitality was bestowed in so bounti-
ful and heartfelt a manner,that everyone who came within its reach felt its
geniel influence.To his friends he was always confiding,and he was ever ready to
extend a helping hand to those who needed it,To those in the humbler walks of life,
who soﬁght his assistance,he was ever ready to lend a patient ear,and to afford
relief,To his children he has left mournful recollection of a kind and indulgent
parent;to his relations the grateful remembrance of a life spent in an ardent
devotion to their welfare.Mr.President,the death of one,even in the sere of life,
possessing ali these noble qualities of the heart,is paninful to his friends, but
it becomes doubly so,vwhen the individuel is cut off in the prime of life,and in
the midst of his usefulness.In conclu31on,perm1t me to say that in those qualities
whlch constitute the Carolina gentlman,Col.Peay was eminently gifted.With these
brief remarks,l beg leave to submit the followlng resolutlons.

Mr.Pelmer offered the followiné resolutions:

Resolved, That the members of the Senate have received, with profound regret
the death of Col.Nicholas A. Peay, = late member of this body.

Resolved,That the Senate,from a sincere desire to manifest their respect for
the memory of the deceased,the members of this body will wear upon the. left arm
the usual badge of mourning during the remainder of the Session.

Resolved,That a copy of these resolutlons be transmitted, by the Clerk of the

Senate, to the famlly of the deceased.
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THE CHARLOTTE OBSERVER —e———_ _-SUNDAY,AUGUST 28,1927
Famous South Carolina Mansion Destroyed By Sherman In IB65
HOME OF COLONEL N.A.PEAY,PALACE OF GREATEST BEAUTY,DESTROYED BY ENEMY TROCPS
Scattered Bricks and an 0ld Laundry House MarX Site of Renowned Homestead Near
Winnsboro,S.C. Was Noted For Its Luxury and Hospitality---Boasted an Observatory
:;n Rpof-—=There Were I50 Servants and 500 Slaves—Isolated Now,But Natural Bq&uty

Inspires.

-
2.

By Ellen Evans Hough 'ié; ‘
A barren summit with scattered bricks,large holes revealing evidence of fallen
walls, I3 inches thick,and a lone hut,formaly the laundry house,mark the place of
South Carolina‘'s once most beautiful and extravagant mansion of the ninetkenth
century.This place,as it has been cﬁ;led by many,stocd on the hill's crest, giving
a vista of the surrounding country for a distance of about 30 miles,and was monarch
of that territory until the war between the states by Sherman's army on its "march
tp the sea".
MANSION DESTROYED,
The destruction of the lovely historic residence of Col, Nicholas Adamson
Peay,betier known as the " 0ld Peay Mansion"and"Pesy's Folly"has been classed
with the ruining of "Millwood"former elegant home of Gen.Wade Hanton,five miles
from Columbia,vwhich was destroyed during the same campaign in Feb.I865, when
Sherman's army devastated South Carolina's homes of splendor and barns of plenty.
Gothic columns still stand as a memorial to the hdme of the former governor of
South Carolina,the post being all that was left of the home.after Sherman's visit'
to the state.
' The "0ld Peay mansion"still renowned for its former splendcr,was a massive
structure covering three-quarters of an acre,and said to have been the largest
dwelling in the state at that time.It was built of brick,granite and Italian
marble, imported for the purpose,and fragments of the materials are still scattered
over the hill to prove the tale.It was never Tfinally completed,due to the death
of Colonel Peay and the war between the states,but the interior was of unusual
_beauty.“Peay‘s Folly"was the name by which it was most commonly known;this name
being given by the citizens,who considered it foolish for a man to build a ‘
home of such lavishness so far from the railroads,
HAD THIRTY ROOMS

It contained thirty rooms,and though waterworks were hardly known at that
time, the house was completely eguipped with such a system, the water being pumped
by hydraulic ram over the hills from the cool spring of a ‘
unusual and interssting featurs wa
thought that there-

deep ravine, A most

S an observatory on' the top of the house.Many
+as a fish pond on the roof, the idea coming from the negroes,
who saw the reflect:on of the sun on the glitterin
rippling water.

€ tin and thought they saw



One hundred and fifty servants were kept by Colonel Peay to serve the home,
hospitality was paramount.The famous stable,said to have becen prettier than the
average brick homes of today,was always well filled with at least a dozen aristo-
cratic horses,with a separate attendant for each horse.In & necarby ravine was a
privately-owned tanyard.Besides his personal servants,there were 500 slaves,all
the sole property of the colonel.These_were,of course,set free when the place
was burned. Rl ‘ '

GRANITT POSTS :

The handsome granite posts,whicﬁ‘ﬁavé'stood the test of war and time, formed
an imposing entrance to the grounds until but recently,when they were dismantled
and sold.They have since been presented to the Presbyterian church,directly
across the road from the site of the former Peay home,and have been erected at the
gate leading into the cemetery.There they will ﬁrobably remain always,reminders

of the lovely:home which was destroyed by enemy troops.
Tt is well known that the house was the result of competition between former

Governor Menning and Colonel Peay,who were trying to outdo each other in the
building of elegant homes. |

The onley living child of Colonel Peay is Mrs.Annie Peay Bray,who is now
living with her daughter,Mrs.J.R.Carson,in Chester,S.C.Mrs.Bray is 78 years old
and remembers many things never told about the eveni.She was one of six children.
Both she and Mrs. Carson have many relics,family pictures and antiques which
were saved.from the house by the slaves,who were allowed to ransack the house
after the federal soldiers had secured all they wanted,before burning it.Some
of the things saved at that time came back into the family after the war by
securing them from the negroes.Nothing,however,was saved by the family at the
time of its destruction.

ON A HIGH HILL _

The gradusl rise of the hill upon which the mansion stood prevents one
realizing its elevation of 700 feet,but once upon its summit there can immediately
be detected a change in the atmosphere,and there is an unusual wild beauty in its
far-reaching view.North can be seen a succession of hills,but none are so high
as the site of "Peay's Folly".lLike a tan ribbon encircling a distant hill, the
' Wateree river winds its way parallel to the land of the ™0ld Peay Mansion".Cn
a higher hill above and across the river,more than I2 miles away,nay be seen the
home town of the governor of South Carolina,Gov.John G.Richards.Tenants,who live
nearby,say that on clear nights that the flare of lights from sorounding towns
may be seen.

Col.Nicholas A.Peay,affectionately called Col,'"Nick"Peay,who owned the famous
"American palace",possessed approximately 9,000 acres of land i:. Fairfield'counfy
as shown by records now in the ¥Winnsboro courthouse.This land .5 centersduazbout
the home place,which is 20 miles southeast of Winnsboro,and 10 - iles from the

present site of Lugoff dam,on the Wateree river,in the Longtow: -ection.He was one



of the wealthiest men of his day,and though he died before the war between the
states, the house was still in the family at the time it was so ruthlessly destroyed.

WAS GREAT SCHOLAR :

He was & greét scholar,having received his education at Columbia umiversity
and at the University of Virginia.He died at the age of 47 on the 26th day of Feb.
1857.He was a member of the house of representatives in South Carolina also.

'The original home site is now owned by & Flor%dan,ﬁr.Sam McComick,but the
majority of the estate belongs to the Séutnern Power company,the arable land
being farmed by the Great Falls Farm companyse

A monument of unique design covers the graves of Colonel Peay and his wife,
Martha Cary Lamar Peay,and it may be found on the family lot in the cemetery of
the Longtown Baptist church.It is composed of many layers of granite slabs of
uniform width,which diminish in length with each layer,like steps,until at the
top it is but wide enough for a slender monument.Two sides of the monument bear
inscriptions of Colonel Peay,while the other two bear inscriptions regarding his
wife.Designs of weeping willows and blending hearts are cut alternately on the
four sides of the tomb.There is no way of entering the high granite obstruction
which sorroundes the lot,and the onley view obtainable is over the four foot wall.

UNDER GENERAL HOWARD |

As to the destruction of the palace,PFeb.20,I865,it has been ascertained that
the Fifteenth Corps of the right wing of Sherman's army,under thé command of Gen.
Oliver Otis Howard,was responsable.On the day after Columbia was burned the right
wing was sent northward.We have Sherman's own words for this advance from the
capital recorded in his "Memoirs",(Vol.II,pageEBB).He says:"Having utterly ruined
Columbia,the right wing began its march nmorthward, to Winnsboro,on the 20th
(feb.,I1865)7.And Winnsboro was likewise burned.The Fifteenth Corps,according to
Sherman's "Memoirs“"were noted"for doing their work pretty well".

Every American citizen is familiar with General Sherman's famous march to
the sea— all agreeing that its success broke the backbone of secession—— and
that there was special spite against.South Carolina as the originstor of the whole
trouble.Again we have Sherman's own words for the feeling against the state.In
his"Memoirs"(page 226) there is a dispatch from hir to Gen.W.H.Halleck,dated head-
quarters in the field,Savannah,Ga.,December 24,I864.It reads:"The truth is the
whole army is burning with insiatiable desire to wreck vengeance upon South Carolina.
I almost tremble at her fate;but feel that she deserves all that seems in store for
her",

Thus,it does not seem strange that the magnificent Peay mansion was not left

unmolested by the wreckers,as it possessed the very type of luxury desired for
destruction,

ARMY DEVIDED

The whole federal army was devided into two wings,with Gen,Oliver Otis Howard,
then 8 one-armed map,having lost an arm in the battle of Fair Oak in I862.In charse



of the right wing,and Gen.Henry W.Slocum,the first general to enter Atlanta with
his troops,in charge of the left wing.They covered the entire state and,including
~ the state capital and the already mentioned Winnsboro, there were I4 towns partially
or wholly burned by'the army.These towns were Robertsville,McPhersonville,
Grahamville,Barnwell,Blackville,Orangeburg, Lexington,Chesterfield, Camden, Winnsboro,
Lancaster,Cheraw,Darlington and Columbia, '

One accident at the time of the burning of the house and known to be true,
was the death of one of the federal officers,who rode his horse up the low built
steps leading into the house and down into the well-stocked wine cellar.After
drinking many of the various brands with the air of a connoisseur,he was not sober
enough to find his way out of the cellar,and so when the house was ignited he was
burned with it. '

GRANDSON COMES SOUTH

In September of I925 a grandson of Generzl Howard,the general previously
mentioned as being responsible for the bﬁrning of the Peay mansion,spent his
months of vacation with a university ‘friend in northern South Carolina.Both were
graduates of a leading southern university.

Before returning north, the southern host,not knowing the relation of his friend

Howard to the famous general of the war between the states,spent several days with
his friend in exploiting the wonders of the capital city,and historical places of

the city by the sea. .

He motored to the spot where Sherman is said to have set fire to Columbia,
pointed out,with true southern pride,the shell:rmarks on the beautiful capitol,
and with equel loyalty to the lost cause,drove to the ruins of "Millwood, "Gen.
Wade Hampton's burned home.

Proceeding the next day to Charleston the southerner showed the northerner
where the first shot was fired at Fort Sumpter,the fortress ofi James Island the
harbor where numerous naval conflicts were staged.AII during the tour of the war
scenes the northerner was continually impressed by his companion with the burning
of the southern mansioms,the pillaging by the Yankee soldiers and the devastating
wreckage instigated by Sherman and his'chief of staff,Gen.0Oliver Otis Howard.
During those days young Howard was noticeably gquiet and subdued,very different
from his accustomed jovial disposition.

VISITOR ENBARRASSED

A few days after their return fto Baltimore the students started reminiscences
of the war between the states.Prominent generals on both sides were mentioned,and
one spoke of General Howard's being Sherman's chief of staff during his march to
the sea.Fore as a joke,the Carolinan asked his friend Howard if by any chance he
was related to this notorious northern leader,

"Why, Rob,he was my grandfathc-",was the ecnbarrassed reply.Not until then was
the reticence of the southerner's ’ate visitor understood while the two had viewed
the remains of the states! confiic+ in IBE5S,

Vhen arain alone he rorfarecn  +n hie mammemada 4L nd La 1.3 .. An



of the damned as he viewed the havoc wrought under the direction of his illustrious

grandfather.



Famous South Carolina Mansion Destroyed By Sherman In I865

HOME OF COLONEL N.A.PEAY,PALACE OF GREATEST BEAUTY,DESTROYED BY ENEMY TRGOPS
Scattered.Bricks and an 0ld Laundry House Mark Site of Renowned Homestead Near
Winnsboro,S.C. Was Noted for Its Luxury and Hospitality-—Boasted an Observatory
on Roof——There Were I50 Servents and 500 Slaves—-Isolated Now,But Natural Beau-

ty Inspires.’

By Ellen Evans Hough : ’ ’ .
A barren sumpit with scattered bricks, 1arge holes reveallng evidence of fallen
walls, I3 inches thlck, and a lone hut, formaly the laundry house, mark the place
of South Carolina's once most beautiful and extravagant mansion of the nineteenth
century. This palace, as it has beghméalled by many, stood on the hill's crest,
giving a vista of the surrounding country for a distance of aboutbd30 miles,fhnd
was monarch of that territory until® the war between the states by Sherman's

. army on its ™ march to the sea ¢
MANSION DESTROYED. .

The destruction of the lovely historic residence of Col. Nicholas Adamson Peay,
better knowm as the" 01d Peay HMension "and " Peay's Folly " has been classed
with the ruining of " Millwood " former elegant home of Gen. Wade Hampton, five
miles from Columbia, which was destroyed during the same campaign in Feb.,1865,'
when Sherman's army devastated South Carolina's homes of splendor ‘and barns of
plenty Gothzc colums still stend as a memorial to the home of the former
governor of South Carollna, the posts being all that was left of the home after
Shermen's visit to the state.

fge "0ld Peay mension” still renowned for its former splendor, was a massive T
structure covering three~-quarters of an acre, snd said to have been the largest
dwelling in the state at that time. It was built of brick, granite and Italian
marble, imported for the purpose, and fragments of the materials are still scattered
over the hill to prove the tale. It was never finslly completed, due to the death
of Colonel Peay and the war between the states, but the interior was of unusual
beauty "Peay's Folly" was the name by which it was most commonly known; thia =
neme being given by the citizens, who considered it foolish for a man to bulld a
home of such lavishness so far from the railrcads.

HAE.), THIRTY ROOVS. '

It contained 30 rooms, and though waterworks were hardly known at that time, the
house was completely equipped with such a system, the water being pumped by '
hydraulic ram over the hills from the cool spring of a deep ravine. A most unusual
end interesting feature was an observatory on the top of the house. Many thought
that there was a Tish pond on the roof, the idea coming “rom the nogroes, who saw

the reflection of the sun on the glittering tin and thou_at they saw rippling



water,

One hundred and fifty servants were kept by Colonel Peay to serve the home,hoss
ritality was paramount.The famous stable, said to have been prettier then the av
average brick homes of today, was always well filled with at least a dozen aristo-
cratic horses, with a separate attendant for each horse. In a nearby ravine was
"a privately-owned tanyard. Besides his personel servants,there were 500 slaves,
all the sole property of the colonel, These were,of course,set free when the
place was burned., -

GRANITE POSTS.

T‘g handemme granite posts, which have stood the test of war and time, formed an
imposing entrance to the grounds until but recently,when they were dismantled

and sold.They have since been presented to the Presbyterian church, dlrectlxﬁcrosa
the road from the site of the- former Peay home, and have been erected at the

gate leading into the cemetery.There they will probably remain always, reminders
of the lovely home which wes destroyed by enemy troops.

It is well known that the house was the result of competition between former
Governor Manning and Colonel Peay, whb were trying to outdo each other in the
building of elegant homes, |

Tﬁz onley living child of the Peay family is hrs.&nn;e;Peay'Bray,who is now
living with her daughter,Mrs.J.R.Carson,in Chester,S.C. Mrs Bray ig T8 years

o0ld and remembers many things never told abdut the event. She was one of six cuai
children. Both she and lMrs. Carson have many relics,family pictures and antiquea'
which were sa%ed,from the house by the slaves,who were allowed to ransack the
house after th;?federal soldiers had secured a2ll they wanted,before burning it.
Some of the things saved at that time came back into the family after the war .
by securing them from the negroes. Nothing,however, was saved by the family

at the time of its destruction. |

OF A HIGH HILL

Tﬁé gradual rise of the hill upon which the mansion stood prevents one realizing
its elevation of 700 feet,but once upon its summit there can immediately be
detected a change in the atmosphere,and there is an unusual wild beauty in its
far-reaching view.North can be seen a succession of hills, but none are so high '
as the site of "Peay's Folly?" Like a tan ribbon encircling a distant hill, the
Wateree river winds its way parellel to the lend of the"0ld Pesy Mansion.”

On a higher hill above and across the river, more than I2 miles away,may be seen
the home town of the governor of South Carolins,Gov.John G. Richards,Tenants,

who live nearby,say that on clear nights that the flare of lights from S0=
rgyndlng tovns mey be seen, |

Col.Nicholas A. Peay,affectionately called Col."Nick"Peay,who owned the famous
"American palace,"possessed approximately 9,000 acres of land in Fairfield county

as shown by records now in the VWinnsboro courthouse. This land was centered
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about the home place,which is 20 miles southeast of Winnsboro,and IO miles from
the present site of Lugoff dam,on the Wateree river,in the Longtown section.He
was one of the wealthiest men of his day,and though he died before the war between
the states, the house was still in the family at the time it was so ruthlessly
destroyed. =
WAS GREAT SéHOLAR

He was a great scholar,having received his education at Columbia university
and at the University of Virginia.He died at the age of 47 on the 26th day of Feb.
I857.He was a member of the house of representatives in South Carolina also.

The original home site is now owned by a Floridan,Mr.Sam McCormick,but the
majority of the estate belongs to the Southern Power company,the arable land
being farmed by the Great Falls Farm company.

A monument of unique design covers the graves of Colonel Peay and his wife,
Martha Cary Lamar Peay,and it may be found on the family lot in the cemetery of
the Longtown Baptist church.It is composed of many layers of granite slabs bf
muniform width,which diminish in length with each lgyer,like steps,until at the 1
top it is but wide enough for a slender monument.Two sides of the monument bear
inscriptions of Colonel Peay,while the other two bear inscriptions regarding his
wife.Designs of weeping willows and blending hearts are cut alternately on the
four sides of the éomb.There is no way of entering the high granite obstruction
which surrounds the lot,and the onley view obtainable is over the four foot wall.
UNDER GENERAL HOWARD

As to the destruction of the palace,February 20,I865,it has been ascertained
that the Fifteenth Corps of the right wing of Shermen's army,under the command of
Gen.Oliver Otis Howard,was responsible.On the day after Columbia was burned the
right wing was sent northward.We have Sherman's own words for this ‘advance from
the capital recorded in his "Memoirs?“(Vbl.IEi?age 288) .He says:"Having utterly
ruined Columbia, the right wing began i{g;:;;thward,to Winnsboro,on the 20th
(February,I865)." And Winnsboro was likewise burned.The Fifteenth Corps,according
to Sherman's "Memoirs"™ were noted "for doing their work pretty well."

Every American citizen is-familizr with General Sherman's famous march to the
sea—all agreeing that its success broke the backbone of secession—and that there
was special spite against South Carolina as the originator of the whole trouble.
Again we have Sherman's own words for the feeling against the state.In his
"Memoirs” (pege 226) there is a dispatch from him to Gen.W.H.Halleck,dated head-
quarters in the field,Savannsah,Ga.,December 24,1864, It reads:"The truth is the
whole army is burning with insstiable desire to wreak vengeance upon South Carolina.
I almost tremble at her fate; but feel that she deserves all that seems in store
for her,"

Thus, it does not r-em strange that the megnificent Peay mansion was not leff

unmolested by the wrec ‘rs,as it possessed the very type of luxury desired for



4
destruction,
ARYY DIVIDED

The whole federdl army was devided into two wings,with Gen.Oliver Otis Howard,
then a one-armed man,having lost an arm in the ba tle of Fair Ozk in 1862,in

charge of the right wing,and Gen.Henry W.Slocum,the;first general to cnter Atlanta
with his troops,in charge of the left wing.They covered the entire state and,
including the state capiial and the already mcntioned Vinnsboro,there were I4
towns partially or wholly burned by t..e army.These towns were Robertsville,
FcPhersonville,Grahamville, Barnwell, Blackville, Orangeburg, Lexington,Chesterfield,
Camden, Winnsboro,Lancaster,Cheraw,Derlington snd Columbia.

One sccident at the time of the burning of the house and known to be true,
vas the death of one of the federal officers,who rode his horse up the low built
steps lesding into the house and down into the well-stocked wine cellar.After
drinking meny of the various brands with the air of & connoisseur,he was not sober
enough to find his way out of the cellar,and so when the house was ignited he
burned with it.

GRANDSON COIES SOUTH

In September of 1925 a grondson of General Howard,the general previously
mentioned as being responsible for the burning of the Péay mansion, spent his
months of v.cu.ion with a university friend in northern South Carqlina.Both
wvere graduates of & leeding southern university. .

Before returning north, the southern host,n : khowing the relation of his friend
Eoward to the famous generzl of the war betwcen the states,spent several days with
his friend in exploiting the wonders of tie capital city,and historicel places of
the city by the sea.

He motored to the spot where Sherman is said to have set fire to Columbia,
pointed out,with true southern pride, the shell marks on the bsautiful capitol,
end with equel loyalty to tiic lost cause,drove to the ruins of "Millwoody" Gen.
Vede Hampton's burned home.

Proceeding the next d+y te Charseston the southerner showed the northerner
vhere the first shot was fired at Fort Sumpter,the fortress on James Islond the
herbor vherc numerous naval conflicts were stagscd.All during the tour of the war
scenes the northerner was continually impresscd by his companion with the burning
of the soutiicrn mensions, the pillaging by the Yankee soldiers and tae devastating
vreckage instigated by Sherman end his chiofl of staff,Gen.Oliver Otis Howard.'4'
During theose days young Howzrd was noticeably guiet and subdued,very different
from his acvustomed jovial dispositicn. ’

VISITCR SHBARRASSED M‘)
A few dsys efter their return to Baltimore the studcntsireminiscvuc of the wer
between the states.Prominent genersls on both sides were mentien: ., i on2 spoke

of Genernl Howard's being Shermon's chief of staff during his mrre  toe sea.
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lore as a joke,the Carolinian asked his friend Howard if by any chance he was
related to this notorious northern leader. '

"Why,Rob,he was my grandfather,"was the embarrassed reply. Not until then
was the reticence of the southerner's late visitQr understood while the two had
viewed the remains of the states' conflict in I865.

When agein aloné hé confessed to his roommate that he had suffered the
tortures of the damned as he viewed the havoc wrought under the direction of his
illustrious grandfatker.



